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BC Body Count 21 


The killings of Rose Peters and 
Margaret Bedan in a single week this 
April have brought the count to 21 
British Columbia wimmin murdered 
since 1985. The wimmin have died by 
knives, beatings and strangulation. 
Marie Arrington of Prostitutes and 
Other Wimmin for Equal Rights, or 
“POWER”, says: “One thing the mur¬ 
ders all have in common is womyn 
hating.” The fact that almost all the 
wimmin were sex trade workers 
seems to have had a strong effect on 
the lack of public outcry about the 
killings. The five who recently died 
were also wimmin of colour. 


The murders have directly coin¬ 
cided with the introduction of Bill C-49, 
the anti-soliciting law. Before its incep¬ 
tion in 1985, advocates for the rights of 
sex trade workers loudly warned that 
the result would be that wimmin would 
die. The bill—designed to get the 
wimmin off the streets—naturally has 
not done so, but has directly endan¬ 
gered them instead. ‘Wimmin are 
getting more violent customers and 
the police are getting more uncaring, 
harrassing the wimmin when they 
can’t get them off the streets any other 
way,” said Arrington. 

(Continued on Pg 4) 


has been creating gases that have 
properties that threaten to kill the 
planet. For sixty years we have piled 
gases that never rot, waiting patiently 
for their turn to attack the planetary 
radiation shield. Scientists urge a 
crash phaseout, but they won’t be able 
to force this until the crops start to fry. 

Worldwide control of a chemical 
group in common use by an estab¬ 
lished industry has never been 
achieved before, and is a distant goal 
now. Du Pont demands proof before it 
stops production, but the only proof of 
the guilt of a planet killer is a dead 
(Continued on Pg 4) 


S unlight has started to gradually 
change, becoming more danger¬ 
ous to everything exposed to it. 
This, the most pessimistic assess¬ 
ment yet made of the evidence about 
ozone depletion, is the report of 100 
eminent atmospheric scientists who 
were convened by NASA to assess 
the evidence about ozone depletion in 
the light of the comprehensive new 
data collected from the Antarctic hole 
this year. Their report, released in 


mid-March 1988, blames a gradual 
global decline in ozone levels on 
CFCs, chloral-floral carbons used to 
make styrofoam and aerosol cans. 

Although headlines shouted “Du 
Pont to stop making CFCs” weeks 
after the NASA report was publicized, 
nothing will happen for five years and 
then a gradual phaseout is planned. 
The Montreal Protocol was the start of 
a twenty-year phaseout. Too slowly, 
the reality is sinking in that humanity 
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The Zundel Case: Two Anarchist Perspectives 

There was disagreement In the Ecomedia collective over whether the civil rights movement erred In 
falling to defend Ernst Zundel, jailed for stating that the holocaust didn’t happen. The following two 
paragraphs, written by different collective members, express the two main lines of thought presented 
In the discussion. 


F reedom of sPEEch is indivisible; either we all have it 
or nobody does. If one person is punished for pub¬ 
lishing a viewpoint, everyone else is publishing 
only on a sufferance which may at any time be with¬ 
drawn. Therefore, paradoxically, we must defend free¬ 
dom of speech even those we suspect would deprive us 
of this freedom, while at the same time not tolerating any 
move on their part to put themselves in a position where 
they can deny us this freedom. By jailing Zundel the 
state has set a precedent which is likely to be turned 
against the left at some point; therefore the left should 
have resisted. 


f the Canadian judicial apparatus, which is a racket, 
confronts Ernst Zundel and his Nazi friends, who are 
another racket, is my heart supposed to bleed for Mr. 
Zundel’s lost “freedom of speech”? I certainly hope not, 
because I have absolutely no sympathy for any racket or 
exploiter. People who support an ideal freedom of 
speech for everyopne place too much confidence in the 
illusion of parliamentary democracy, and ignore the fact 
of a society divided into social classes. The gulf that 
separates the exploiter and the exploited is radical and 
irreconcilable. There will be no freedom for anyone until 
all class distinctions are abolished by a social revolution. 


The Myth of Statist Utopias 


M any of those who resist the modern state’s demand 
for total power over the individual hesitate to call 
themselves anarchists, contending that getting rid 
of the state entirely is too extreme a solution and that 
instead its functions should be modified to permit greater 
exercise of individual initiative. Anarchists respond that it 
is unrealistic to expect the state to agree to any real modi¬ 
fication of its power; if it does temporarily relinquish some 
powers in response to a specific political situation, it will 
sooner or later re-acquire them. Power over others is a 
cancer which, unless destroyed completely, must continue 
to expand by devouring surrounding organisms. Evidence 
of this may be found in the course of history since the 15th 
century; stronger states have continually absorbed their 
weaker neighbors and increased their control of the citi¬ 
zenry. In more recent times, corporations have also be¬ 
come fewer and more powerful, taking control of the west¬ 
ern industrial nations. 

Some advocates of coexistence with the state cite 
China as an example of a nice blending of central control 
over national matters with local decision-making power in 


the various cities and communes. Such advocates usually 
prefer not to took too closely at the rather narrow terms of 
reference within which such local decisions can be made, 
or at the fate which still awaits serious dissenters. 

The myth of the Chinese utopia is further shattered by 
the information about China’s treatment of Tibet in Cultural 
Survival Quarterly v.12 nl China invaded Tibet in 1949, and 
the fullscale massacres began after a popular revolt ten 
years later. By 1979 the Chinese had killed 1.2 million 
Tibetans, one sixth of the population, and destroyed 6,254 
Buddhist monasteries (along with such art treasures as 
weren’t carried off to China.) Two thirds of Tibet’s original 
territory was appended to various Chinese provinces, and 
the remainder filled with Chinese settlers; there are now 7.5 
million Chinese (not counting the “People’s Liberation 
Army”) to six million Tibetans. These Chinese immigrants 
get the best jobs, while 70% of Tibetans are kept illiterate. 
Thousands of Tibetans remain in concentration camps, 
where many die of torture and privation. 

(Continued on Pg 4) 







Toronto Anarchist Survival Gathering July 1-4,1988 


The Anarchist Survival Gathering 
is fast approaching (one month from 
now!) and we now have available the 
basic schedule of events. The Gather¬ 
ing is likely to be the biggest anarchist 
event to hit Canada this year, a once- 
in-a-lifetime-opportunity, miss-it-and- 
you*ll-regret-it-forever happening. 
Here’s a basic rundown of what to 
expect: 


IWW ORGANIZED 

“The IWW is about as elusive a 
proposition as you ever ran up 
against... it is intangible... Youcan- 
not reach it... it is simply an under - 
standing between people” (Senator 
Borah, regarding the failure of the 
American ruling class to smash the 
IWW, March 3, 1918) 

The Industrial Workers of the 
World are alive and growing here in 
Toronto. The IWW is a militant 
union directly controlled by its mem¬ 
bership. It stands for the abolition of 
the wage system and the right of 
working people to control their la¬ 
bour and lives. It uses direct action 
tactics and organization of all work¬ 
ers into one big union as the means 
with which to wage this struggle. 

Although the Toronto Branch is 
very young, they are energetic and 
dedicated and it is likely to grow fast. 
Forthose interested in joing a union 
in which they will have power and 
solidarity, the IWW is open to new 
members. For more information, 
contact the Toronto Branch by 
phoning (416) 591-7577. 



Thursday June 30: registration and 
arrival of our many out-of-town 
guests. 

Friday, July 1 : 9am - 6pm; workshops 
at 519 Church st. Commufifyitre 
7pm; Banquet at the Christian Re 
source Centre (40 Oak st.) 

Saturday July 2: 9am - 6pm; work 
shops at 519 Church St. 

9pm; Party with MDC (from San 


SKILLS: Wimmin’s Health Skills • 
Facilitation (meeting skills) • radio • 
Resistance Culture • Using Scrap 
Waste • Wimmin’s self-defense • 
Street Theatre • Resistance to Medical 
Authority • Subversive Arts. 
AFFINITY GROUPS: Prisoners/ 
Prison Abolitionists • Animal Liberation 

• Pagan Spirituality • Mutual Aid • 
People of Colour • Queer Anarchism • 
Back to the Land • East Bbc Solidarity 

• AIDS Consequences/Personal-Po¬ 
litical • Anarchism and Christianity • 
Working in Large Organizations • 
Jewish Anarchists • A Caucus of Revo¬ 
lutionary Atheist Anarchist Socialists. 
DISCUSSION GROUPS: Strategies 
in the Anarchist Movement • Eco- 
Feminism • Anarcha-Feminism • The 
Politics of Midwifery • Squatting: Why 
Squat? • Middle East Anti-War • Youth 
Liberation • Anarchist Ideas and Meth¬ 
ods in the Mainstream • Anarcho-Paci- 
fism • Worker-Owned/Run Industry • 


Fransisco), the Layabouts (from 
Detroit) and morel 

Sunday July 3 (all in the park): 9am - 
3pm; Networking meetings be 
tween activists from ail over North 
America 

4pm - 9pm Music and other enter 
tainment 

Monday July 4: Day of Action to put 
theory into practice. 


“What is Revolutionary Atheist Anar¬ 
chist Socialism?” • Anarchism and 
Native Struggles • Symbolism and 
Anarchist Propaganda • National Lib¬ 
eration Struggles • Empire and Eco¬ 
logical Destruction • the Industrial 
Workers of the World • Interpersonal 
Relationships • Technology • Anar¬ 
chism and Homosexuality. 
PRESENTATIONS: Anarchism in 
Greece • Loving Alternatives • Cana¬ 
dian Security Services • Anarchism 
and Iroquois Thought • Street Theatre 
• Healing Ceremony • Anarchism and 
Military Strategy/ Workers Setf De¬ 
fense • History of Anarchist Art • Dis¬ 
ability Rights. 

ALL AGES ACTIVITIES: T-shirt mak¬ 
ing • Bead Working • Colouring Book 
Creation/Publishing • Snack Making • 
Insta-Weaving • Banner making • 
Painting • Play Do Making and Sculpt¬ 
ing • Drumming. 
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There are going to be a lot of workshops on different topics. We’ve divided 
them up into several kinds: Skills workshops, where a hands-on skill is taught; 
Affinity Group discussions, where a group of similar interests can meet, talk, and 
plan; Discussion groups, where an idea or theory is debated or discussed; 
Presentations, where a guest will speak on a particular topic; and last but not 
least there’ll be All Ages activities so no-one needs to leave younger people 
behind. The workshops offered so far are: 















Body Count 
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Many of the murdered wimmin, including Rose Peters, 
had received court injunctions restricting them from their 
working territories where they had devised some methods 
of safety. As well, police harrassment has forced wimmin 
to work alone rather than in pairs, and has pushed them 
from lit streets into dark alleys. Police are busting the 
managers of hotels on bawdy house charges; these are 
places where wimmin can work in a clean, safe environ¬ 
ment, and can call out to people they know if they are in 
trouble. But, under the new law, the wimmin end up way off 
somewhere having sex in the back of a car. 

Prostitutes are blamed for every social ill in the cities 
from house fires to AIDS, and yet violence to prostitutes and 
other sex trade workers has increased more than 100% in 
the last year alone. Marie Arrington also states that “There 
are now sixty cases of rape reported to us per month, 
compared to twenty per month a year ago.” Jan Brown of 
POWER says: “On average a prostitute is raped ten times 
a year.” Police rarely even take the information from them, 
much less follow upon the charges—and if rape of wimmin 
outside the sex trade is not taken seriously, the rape of sex 
trade workers is even less soduetothe bigoted, ill-informed 
attitudes towards them so prevalent in all sectors of our 
society. Aside from these facts, usually the men who rape 
and beat them also rob them, so often after an attack they 
have to go right back to work again, putting themselves at 
the same risk. POWER has been demonstrating to protest 
these murders and Bill C-49, but according to Brown sex 
trade workers can only organize so much for fear of repri¬ 
sals. At least one exotic dancer has been fired for demon¬ 
strating against the legislation of hertrade which essentially 
gives murders the go-ahead. 

Media reports on the killings often focus on the womyn’s 
lifestyle, colluding with widespread public attitudes which 
blame the victim—an attitude which sex trade workers are 
well-acquainted with. "It’s not the paid work I have a 
problem with,” Jan Brown says, “it’s being treated as 
disposable wimmin that I won’t accept. The same men who 
beat their wives and girlfriends at home, men from all 
segments of society, thinkthey can get away with a lot more 
from prostitutes.” Sparky, a sex .trade worker from the 
downtown east side of Vancouver, says: "...we’re out there 
to work...not to be raped or murdered. We are loving, 
intelligent mothers, sisters, lovers and—just like every 
other womyn—human.” 


POWER, the Vancouver equivalent of Toronto-based 
CORPS, suggests that people whould write to the Cana¬ 
dian Attorney General demanding the repeal of C-49, and 
as well while they have pen inhand to write to any media 
covering the assault and murder of sex trade workers in a 
sensationalist way, and demand more responsible cover¬ 
age and less gawking. But, perhaps most importantly for 
the long term, we—especially labour activists and femi¬ 
nists—need to examine and challenge the attitudes that 
allow repressive laws like Bill C-49 to sail through without a 
murmur of opposition, save that from the sex trade workers 
themselves. Instead of treating these wimmin workers like 
second class human beings, maybe it’s time we started 
learning from their sense of dignity, and thepatience that 
keeps them from throttling morally-superior do-gooders 
who are interfering with their trade and endangering their 
lives. 

The information for this report was taken from an article 
by Claire Stannard in the May issue of Kinesis. 



The Myth 


From a report by David Lewis, 
Friends oil the Ozone Layer. 


Planet Killers 
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planet. CFCs could be controlled, but it will take an out¬ 
raged public to achieve this. People will have to make this 
an issue by caring about it and in¬ 
fluencing the political process. 

See what you can do. No more 
emissions of substances that 
damage the ozone layer. 


The western industrial nations, busy wooing China as 
an ally against Russia, regard Tibet as part of China and 
have in recent years been even quieter about events in 
Tibet than about Indonesia’s invasion of East Timor. This 
willingness by the west to court a Marxist ally exposes the 
ideological differences of capitalism and Marxism as a 
facade behind which each side commits its atrocities. 


Those of us who seek an alternative to the omnipotent 
state will not find it in any existing form of state government, 
and must look instead to the forms of tribal government 
which existed before the state was imposed. 






